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FROM THE PRESIDENT
IASP focus on Knowledge Transfer,
Translation and Application

In developing suicidology research priorities for the future, the Canadian Institutes
for Health Research conducted a national survey in 2003 of programme planners
and practitioners to ask what research questions on suicide prevention they would
like to have answered. They discover that planners and practitioners often asked
for research that was already conducted — they simply were not aware of the results.
In keeping with contemporary trends, the complexities of what was formerly called,
"knowledge transfer," have been recognized and the more “politically correct" term
of "knowledge translation" was introduced, recognising that more needs to be done
than simply handing knowledge over. Nowadays, "knowledge application,” is the
terminology in vogue, indicating that simply knowing what to do is not enough;
knowledge also needs to be applied in practice.

Suicide prevention is an area where knowledge application and the development
of knowledge is facilitated by the close ties between the research and practice
communities. Many IASP initiatives concern Knowledge Application. IASP Congresses
combine research and applied sessions, and the implications of research findings
and clinical insights are often the focus of attention. The IASP Task Forces, including
the three new ones described in this Newsletter, are actively involved in developing
ways to facilitate the use of research and clinical insights in suicide prevention
activities.

1 he 2006 World Suicide Prevention Day theme, "With Understanding, New Hope,"
provides an unigue opportunity to organize local, regional and national activities
in which research and clinical insights can be shared with practitioners and planners.
Furthermore, researchers may learn from practitioners how to better orient and
understand their work. Understanding implies much more than empirical data and
statistical results. Data that do not correspond with clinical and theoretical insights
fall upon deaf ears. Furthermore, recent Canadian research on knowledge application
in suicide prevention indicates that the usefulness of research knowledge is a poor
predictor of whether or not that knowledge is used. Other variables, including having
personal contacts with researchers and having practitioners and planners participate
in the development research protocols play a crucial role in determining if research
knowledge is actually used. It is my hope that, as you begin planning activities for
the 2006 World Suicide Prevention Day, you consider holding knowledge application
activities on September 10 which involve contact and exchange between the research
and practice communities to further their common goal of prevention suicides.
Close collaboration between research and practice has been one of the great
strengths of IASP and the 2006 World Suicide Prevention Day can provide a great
opportunity to affirm and strengthen these relationships.

Brian L. Mishara, Ph.D.
e-mail: mishara.brian@ugam.ca

Looking back at
the World Suicide
Prevention Day 2005

In what way could a grassroots oriented campaign like the World Suicide
Prevention Day be evaluated? Sooner or later we will really need to take a
thorough look at this question, but as we are still in the pioneering days
of the WSPD initiative, a simpler approach must be adapted. Since the
WSPD primarily aims at increasing public awareness of the problem of
suicide, one way we could evaluate results would be to look at the mass
media impact. A quick search on the Internet for the exact phrase "World
Suicide Prevention Day" as of October 2005 gives about 15 000 "hits"
posted in 2005. That's quite impressive. Even more impressive is to read
the contents of some of these thousands of pages. It is quite awesome to
see how many different and creative ways people have made use of this
opportunity to promote suicide prevention. And there are so many countries,
communities and contexts who have posted information about their activities
on the net. And yet, we know that many local events and activities never
reach mass media such as the internet. Nevertheless, these grassroots
events are probably the most important of all the different ways the WSPD
could be promoted, because they could have the capacity to challenge each
of us the most.

10th September 2005

World Suiciae Prevention Day

“Prevention of suicide is everybody’s business”

The 2005 WSPD motto *Prevention of suicide is everybody’s business”
represents a challenge to us all. But when the Day was launched simul-
taneously at press events in Cairo, Durban and Oslo we felt that it was a
timely challenge and a call for action that was well received. | will never
forget how the federal minister of health of South Africa, the honourable
Manto Tsabalala-Msimang, made the IASP WSPD message her own during
her opening speech at the XXIII IASP world congress in Durban a couple
of days after the WSPD launch. The message was taken. The future will
show if it leads to action. We should not underestimate the potential long-
term political effects of the World Suicide Prevention Day initiative. In many
countries time is now ripe to make new and strategic approaches to suicide
prevention and the WSPD may be a useful societal catalyst to put this
matter higher up on the political agenda.

| know that the new board of IASP is already making preparations for the
WSPD 2006. In this process any input from our individual and organizational
members and national representatives will be highly welcomed. There is

still a possibility to post your WSPD 2005 at the IASP website (www.iasp.info)
where you can also find a lot of inspirational reports from all over the world.
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