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IASP Proposed Initiative in Education and Training
in Clinical Suicidology

The International Association for Suicide Prevention is currently seeking funding
for a project to adapt existing training curricula into 2 day face-to-face training
workshops that may be provided to clinical professionals in different countries
where clinical suicidology training is not available. This project has been spear-
headed by Board Members Mark Williams and Morton Silverman and if funded,
this will allow IASP to provide competency-based training that will be adapted
to specific needs in different countries and translated into local languages. Since
IASP is not interested in “reinventing the wheel” or entering into competition
where clinical suicidology training is available, we plan to focus upon countries
where resources are not available to pay for international training workshops
and there is interest and a need for such training of clinical professionals adapted
to local cultures. I will let you know in this column if funding is obtained.

We specifically asked for funding to translate and adapt material for 2-4 countries
where risk of suicide is of particular concern and where there are established
links between mental health organizations or leaders in the suicide prevention
and mental health community that could make use of the material and develop
ongoing training workshops on their own after IASP has provided the initial
training. If funding is obtained, we will base our material upon competency-
based educational workshops developed in the United States and in Quebec,
Canada. Besides implementing the training in each country, we would evaluate
the implementations as well as the effect of the trainings on improving attitudes,
increasing knowledge and developing better clinical practices with suicidal
clients. Key personnel in each country would be identified from the graduates
of the training course so that they could train as instructors of the material and
roll out the programme more widely. We have already obtained the support from
several organizations who will allow us to use their material, including the
Quebec Association of Suicidology, the Suicide Prevention Resource Center
(SPRC) and the American Association of Suicidology (AAS) in the United States.

This initiative is part of the IASP development plan in which we will be seeking
to actively identify unmet needs in suicide prevention around the world and
works towards providing ways of meeting those needs. This programme is con-
sistent with our policies of international collaboration, using existing resources
to their fullest and developing suicide prevention capacity at the local and inter-
national levels. IASP members (both individual and organizational) from countries
who may be interested in participating in this initiative are encouraged to contact
me in order to examine the feasibility of your involvement. I will keep you posted
about our attempts to finance this initiative. Additional comments and suggestions
on this initiative from IASP members would be much appreciated.

Brian L. Mishara, Ph.D, President, IASP
mishara.brian@uqam.ca

FROM THE PRESIDENT

World Suicide Prevention Day 10th September 2007:

"Preventing Suicide across
the Lifespan"
As the new year begins IASP is preparing to mark World Suicide Prevention Day in 2007
on 10th September. The IASP Board will again observe this day with an international
launch and press release, and around the world a range of individuals and regional,
national and international groups are beginning to plan activities for WSPD.

The theme of WSPD in 2007 is "Preventing Suicide across the Lifespan". This theme
was chosen for a number of reasons. First, we believe that examining suicide from a
lifespan perspective can add to the understanding of suicidal behaviour.

Second, it now seems timely to focus on a lifespan approach to preventing suicide.
In many countries recent interest in suicide prevention began in the 1980s and 1990s
prompted by the dramatic increases in youth suicide rates that occurred in a number of
countries. Those increases led to a justifiable and appropriate focus on youth suicide
prevention.

However, more recently there has been emerging interest in suicidal behaviour in other
population groups. Suicide amongst very young adolescents is emerging as a particular
problem in indigenous cultures, for example. The progressive aging of populations in
the developed world suggests that absolute numbers and rates of suicide and suicide
attempts among older adults will rise as both the number and proportion of older people
in the population increases. There has also been recent acknowledgement in a number
of countries that adult men (aged from 25 to 50) constitute a significant fraction (in some
countries, almost half) of all suicide deaths but suicide prevention activities tend not to
be appropriately allocated to this group. We hope that increasing awareness of suicide
in different age groups will encourage the extension of suicide prevention activities so
that they become proportional to the burden of suicide across the lifespan.

A third reason for adopting a lifespan perspective for WSPD in 2007 is that it is congruent
with the theme of the August 28-September 1 2007 IASP Congress in Killarney: Preventing
Suicide across the Lifespan: Dreams and Realities (www.iasp2007.org). The conference
organisers hope that this theme will provide an opportunity to assess how well our dreams
and aspirations for suicide prevention correspond to the realities of trying to implement
these activities.

An information flyer on the theme of "Preventing suicide across the Lifespan" will soon
be available on the IASP website. The flyer will be available in several languages and may
be downloaded and disseminated as part of WSPD activities. In the meantime we encourage
you visit the WSPD website and register the activities you have are planning for WSPD
in 2007 (www.iasp1960.org). This website also lists the wide range of activities that were
undertaken around the world to mark WSPD in 2006, and provides ideas and inspirations
for planning activities for 2007.


