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IASP members can support
a suicide barrier on the
Golden Gate Bridge

Since 1937 more than 1,300
persons have committed suicide
on the Golden Gate Bridge that
spans San Francisco Bay, in
California. The Golden Gate Bridge
District, after years of study and
debate, has finally elaborated five
potential designs for a barrier to
prevent suicides. The potential
environmental impact of the five
designs has been compared with the "no build alternative" of maintaining the
status quo, in a public document you can access on the web site:
http://www.ggbsuicidebarrier.org Comments on the proposals are being
accepted until 25 August 2008, after which the authorities will decide whether to
maintain the status quo or proceed and build a barrier. The current situation is
that there are 20 to 30 deaths by suicide on the bridge each year. An additional
60 people are intercepted each year before a suicide attempt by a combination
of surveillance cameras, safety patrols by police officers trained in suicide
prevention, access to 111 emergency crisis intervention telephones placed on the
pedestrian walkways and special training of volunteer bridge workers.

THE GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE

Anyone who is aware of research on the effectiveness of limiting access to means
of suicide, as well as the specific studies of the impact of bridge barriers, knows
that bridge barriers effectively prevent suicides by inhibiting people who are feeling
suicidal from completing their suicide (see the special Supplement to Crisis on
Controlling Access to Means of Suicide, Volume 28, 2007, and particularly Annette
Beautrais’s article on "Suicide by Jumping: A Review of Research and
Prevention Strategies," pp58-63). One would think that the Golden Gate Bridge
authorities should have put up an effective barrier many years ago, and that now
that they have developed some designs of potential barriers, it is just a matter of
deciding which to put up and the tragic loss of lives by suicide on the bridge will
be stopped. However, it is still not certain that the "no build alternative" of doing
nothing more will not again prevail. Although the cost of $40 to $50 million seems
like a reasonable expense (less than $39,000 per life lost to date), the report cites
"direct adverse effects to the bridge historic defining features." This means that
the bridge would not look exactly the same as in 1937 with an added barrier. Also
some peregrine falcons who nest on the bridge could be disturbed during the
construction and may even abandon their nests. Finally, 4 of the 5 proposals
would partially block the scenic view from the bridge while crossing it.

Any IASP members who feel strongly about building a barrier are invited to
comment on the proposal to build barriers by filling out a website comment
form at: http://www.ggbsuicidebarrier.org/getinvolved.asp or by sending
an email to: suicidebarrier@goldengate.org before 4:30pm on August 25,
2008. Also, you can sign a petition to have the bridge authority choose a barrier
rather than the "do nothing" option by visiting the site:
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/2/Raise-the-Rails-Save-A-Life

Brian L. Mishara, Ph.D.
mishara.brian@ugam.ca

WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION
DAY - SEPTEMBER 10TH, 2008
Public Conference at the
United Nations Headquarters

A public conference on Effective Activities to
Prevent Suicides will be held at the United
Nations Conference Room 1, United Nations
Headquarters in New York from 1 PM to
3:30PM. IASP members are requested to
publicize this event, which is open to the general
public at no charge. However, please note that
it is important to arrive early because of possible
delays in security screening to enter the UN
Headquarters building.

This public conference at the United Nations
focuses upon promising prevention activities
to prevent suicides. The American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention and the U.S. National
Lifeline network of telephone helplines joins
with IASP and WHO in the 2008 Conference.
Activities: The conference would begin with a
general introduction by Werner Obermeyer who
will represent the WHO UN Executive Director.
Professor Brian Mishara, President of the
International Association for Suicide Prevention,
will present the general theme of World Suicide
Prevention Day 2008 “Think Globally, Plan
Nationally, Act Locally” and will present an

overview of suicide prevention around the world
and activities being held on World Suicide
Prevention Day 2008.WHO will be represented
at the conference by Dr. Jorge Rodriguez, Unit
Chief of Mental Health, Substance Abuse and
Rehabilitation Technology and Health Service
Delivery of the Pan American Health Organi-
zation, who will speak on challenges in suicide
prevention in Latin America. Dr. John Draper,
Project Director of the U.S. National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline will present on “The Role
of Telephone Helplines in Suicide Prevention.
Professor Madeleine Gould, of Columbia
University will present on “School Based Suicide
Prevention Programs.” Then Professor John
Mann of Columbia University and the American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention will present
on “The role of general practitioners in suicide
prevention.” The presentations will be followed
by a period of discussion and questions.

WORLD ACTIVITIES FOR
WORLD SUICIDE PREVENTION DAY 2008

A list of initiatives and activities that have
been undertaken around the world on previous
World Suicide Prevention Days can be access-
ed on the IASP website www.iasp.info/wspd/
We encourage you to consult this list and see
what others have done to publicise suicide
prevention. Also, please fill out
www.iasp.info/activities_mailform.php to tell
us what activities you plan for WSPD 2008.

An example for WSPD 2008 is provided from
Austria where Professor Gernot Sonneck has
advised that the Viennese Crisis Intervention
Center has organized an international

conference on Suicide Prevention in coope-
ration with the Austrian Society for Suicide
Prevention (0GS). Lectures will be held on
the following topics: '30 years Suicide
Prevention: the Viennese Crisis Intervention
Center', 'Suicidal Tendencies and Personality
Disorders' and 'Suicidality of Elderly People’,
to give some examples. Intersting workshops
on 'The Gender Gap in Suicide', 'Working with
Survivers' or 'How to Report on Suicide' can
be attended. Please visit the website
www.kriseninterventionszentrum to find
further information.

ANDREJ MARUSIC INSTITUTE

Following the untimely death of Professor Andrej Marusic,
the Institute at the University of Primorska, Koper, Slovenia,

where Andrej worked as a Senior Research Associate, has
been renamed the Andrej Marusic Institute in his honour.

ANDREJ MARUSIC,
1965-2008
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