IASP Taskforce Postvention

Meeting held at the XXIV World Congress

International Association for Suicide Prevention
Killarney, Ireland, 28 August — 1 September 2007

Minutes — 29 August 2007 — 18.15h-19.30h

Attendees (in alphabetical order)
Name

Karl Andriessen

Ludmila Arkhangelskaya
Annette Beautrais
Frangois Besancon
D-Angela Castelli-Dransart
Karin Covey Moore
Anne Croisine lysox
Kari Dyregrov

Christine Genest

10. Onja Grad

11. Paul Kelly

12. Michelle Linn-Gust

13. Sean McCarthy

14. Brian Mishara

15. Paul Moulds

16. John Peters

17. Alan Staines

18. Brenda Vainker

19. Anka Zavasnik
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Apologies

Prakarn Thomyangkoon

Agenda

1. Opening of the meeting
2. Introductions of the attendees

E-mail

iasp-tf-postvention@pandora.be
ludmila-arkh@mail.ru
annette.beautrais@otago.ac.nz
foesan@gmail.com
angela.castelli@hef_ts.ch
revcoveymoore@msn.com
act1940@sbc.global.net
kari@krisepsyk.no
christine.genest@umontreal.ca
onja.grad@psih-klinika.si
paul@console.ie
michelle@chellehead.com
sean.mccarthy@maila.hse.ie
mishara.brian@ugam.ca

Country

Belgium
Russia
New Zealand
France
Switzerland
USA

USA
Norway
Canada
Slovenia
Ireland
USA
Ireland
Canada

paul.moulds@aue.salvationarmy.org Australia

john@johnpeters.freeserve.co.uk
alanstaines@optusnet.com.au
brendavainker@hotmail.co.uk
anka.zavasnik@psih-klinika.si

karn249@hotmail.com

3. Do we organise a third International Suicide Postvention Seminar?

4. Tasks of the Taskforce
5. Structure of the Taskforce
6. Conclusions & to do list

UK
Australia
UK
Slovenia

Thailand
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1. Opening of the meeting

Karl Andriessen chaired the meeting, and welcomed the participants.

2. Introduction of the participants

+ Each participant had the opportunity to introduce him/her self before the discussion was
opened.
* It was decided to circulate the list of addresses of the attendees of the current meeting.

3. Do we organise a third International Suicide Postvention Seminar?

« The discussion on the evaluation of the 2™ International Suicide Postvention Seminar soon
brought up the question if we should organise a third Seminar.

* Brian Mishara strongly pled to submit proposals for plenary presentations, including

suggestions for speakers and topics to be covered. Three events are currently planned:

1) the European Symposium at the end of August 2008 in Glasgow, Scotland.

2) the Asian-Pacific congress at the beginning of November 2008 in Hong-Kong. Paul Yip is
the Convenor.

3) Next IASP World Congress in October 2009 in Montevideo, Uruguay. Brian is the IASP
contact person for that congress.

There will be also a congress organised by the Salvation Army in May 2008 in Sydney.

However, IASP Executive Board has decided not to become involved in this meeting, because

it is held very close to the IASP meeting in Hong-Kong.

Concerns regarding a separate seminar included that it requires an extra day and extra fee for

participants, no flow to the regular program/participants, and requires specific logistics. On the

other hand, a one-day seminar provides the opportunity for in-depth discussions. In addition,

experience learns that it is very difficult to get a plenary presentation on postvention in the

regular congress programs. For example, the plenaries for the Scotland congress were

already decided.

After discussion, it was decided not to organise a third Postvention Seminar, but to integrate in

the regular programs by asking a postvention stream of symposia and workshops to be

submitted by the Taskforce.

Brian assured that there will be at least one plenary postvention presentation in the program of

the IASP World Congress in 2009.

Names of potential speakers for the Asian-Pacific meeting can be forwarded to Paul Yip.

4. Tasks of the Taskforce

* Brian asked to formulate specific tasks that the Taskforce wants to develop.
* After discussion, the following tasks were identified:
- to update the WHO guidelines on developing survivor support groups (should be done in a
fairly short period),
- to provide suggestions for a plenary presentation in Montevideo 2009,
- to develop and submit a postvention stream for the same congress.
» Another potential task could be to get an overview of research in the postvention field. It is
however unclear how such a huge task can be accomplished. Thus, this task was not adopted.
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5. Structure of the Taskforce

» The Taskforce Postvention includes survivors, clinicians, researchers, and program
developers, either paid staff or volunteers. This unique combination results in rich
communications and exchange of ideas and experiences. The Taskforce intents to continue
with this inclusion of different perspectives.

« After discussion it was decided to form a smaller group (Taskforce) that will work on the tasks
that were identified. The whole group (discussion group) can provide back-up, consultation,
etc.

* The attendees and IASP President Brian Mishara confirmed Karl as Chair of the Taskforce.

6. Conclusions
It was decided to form a smaller core group of people who are able to work on the tasks that

were selected. The broad, larger group can provide back-up by consult or discussion.

To do list

Nr. Action Responsibility

1. To circulate the list of attendees. Karl Andriessen to send the list together

with the minutes.

Karl will circulate a call for members
together with the minutes.

2. Toform a core group/taskforce.

Karl will circulate a call for members
together with the minutes.

3.  Toform a broad back-up group.

4.  To update the WHO guidelines on Taskforce.

developing suicide survivor support groups.

5. | To provide suggestions for a postvention Taskforce and discussion group. Karl will
plenary presentation in Montvideo 2009. circulate a call together with the minutes.

6. To develop a postvention stream for the Karl will circulate a call together with the
congress in Montevideo 2009. minutes.

7. To keep each other informed of activities. All.

Minutes,

Karl Andriessen

9 september 2007
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